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CALL APERTE 

H2020 - Upcycling Bio Plastics of food and drinks packaging (RIA): call aperta 3 luglio 

2019 (deadline 12 dicembre 2019 –first stage- 14 maggio 2019 –second stage-) 
 

Obbiettivo: I progetti dovrebbero considerare il maggior numero possibile dei seguenti obbiettivi: 

- Implementare il potenziale delle tecnologie e dei materiali attuali per la produzione e design di bio-

plastiche riciclabili e/o biodegradabili;    

- Sfruttare le nuove biotecnologie, basate sull’uso di enzimi o di miscele enzimi-microorganismi, per 

migliore il riciclo o la biodegradazione delle plastiche; 

- Sviluppare nuovi standard e schemi di certificazione applicabili ai materiali da imballaggio ottenuti da 

bio-plastiche riciclabili e biodegradabili; 

- Includere elementi SSH (Social Sciences and Humanities) e aspetti di genere per migliorare l’attitudine e 

il comportamento dei consumatori rispetto all’acquisto e riciclo di imballaggi per cibo e bevande; 

- Adottare un approccio sistemico e coinvolgere alla cooperazione i diversi attori della catena di valore, 

dai produttori ai consumatori, dai ricercatori ai decisori politici. 

Qui il LINK alla call. 

 

NOTA: Per questa call SPRING ha ricevuto una manifestazione di interessa a partecipare da parte di un gruppo 

di ricerca del National Institute of Chemistry (Ljubljana, Slovenia) che lavora sulla produzione di bio-materiali. Chi 

fosse interessato a entrare in contatto con loro può scrivere a comunicazione@clusterspring.it e 

cantotidi@gmail.com . 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/ce-biotec-09-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094502;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
mailto:comunicazione@clusterspring.it
mailto:cantotidi@gmail.com
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H2020 - Open Innovation Test Beds for nano-enabled bio-based materials (IA): call 

aperta 3 luglio 2019 (deadline 12 dicembre 2019 –first stage- 14 maggio 2020 –second 

stage-) 
Obbiettivo:     

- Stabilire “Open Innovation Test Beds (OITB)” implementando strutture e line pilota esistenti o in fase di 

sviluppo, e rendere disponibile alle industrie e alle parti interessate, incluse le PMI, I servizi per il design, 

lo sviluppo, il testing, l’assessment regolatorio e ambientale, e scalare specifici materiali;   

- Il focus è sulle funzioni, caratteristiche, capacità, robustezza e proprietà dei nuovi materiali bio-based 

nano-enabled, sulle tecniche di processo e sull’ottimizzazione dei parametric produttivi, dalla 

trasformazione di bio-based building-blocks alla produzione di nuovi materiali bio-based nano-enabled 

sostenibili per varie applicazioni, coprendo l’intera gamma di nuovi o già esistenti prodotti industriali e 

di consumo. 

- I progetti dovrebbero affrontare le barriere regolatorie, di sicurezza, economiche e tecniche e 

dovrebbero sviluppare e validare strumenti che permettano il rpocesso di controllo qualità in-linea.      

- I materiali dovrebbero essere dimostrati in ambiente industrial rilevante, con le attività che dovrebbero 

partire da TRL 4 e arrivare a TRL 7 alla fine del progetto 

 Qui il LINK alla call. 

 

H2020 - New biotechnologies to remediate harmful contaminants (RIA) CE-BIOTEC-

08-2020: call aperta il 3 luglio (deadline 15 aprile 2020)  

Obbiettivo: I progetti dovrebbero coprire le seguenti attività 

- Ricerca e innovazione per strategie efficienti e poco costose utilizzando microorganismi tramite l’uso di 

biotecnologie emergenti che richiedano poca o nessuna fonte di energia esterna o di prodotti chimici e 

che riducano il tempo di bonifica rispetto ai processi fisico-chimici 

- Lavorare per assicurare la bonifica del terreno, dei sedimenti, miniere, acque di superficie, acque 

industriali 

- Sviluppare un sistema che rimuova diversi contaminanti, incluse misture complesse, idrocarburi e loro 

derivati, metalli, nanomateriali, vernici, nutrienti, farmaceutici o micro-inquinanti e contaminanti tossici 

- L’includere prove sul campo per verificare l’effettiva performance dell’applicazione è un plus nel 

progetto 

Qui il LINK alla call. 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/dt-nmbp-04-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094502;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/dt-nmbp-04-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094502;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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H2020 – Societal Challenge 2 - Food Security, Sustainable Agriculture and Forestry, 

Marine, Maritime and Inland Water Research and the Bioeconomy  

 

Bandi aperti il 15 ottobre 2019, con deadline 22 gennaio 2020: 

 

“FOOD AND NATURAL RESOURCES” H2020-FNR-2020 

 

• Innovative textiles – reinventing fashion. CE-FNR-14-2020. Qui il LINK  
Activities should address: 

- the development of innovative, techno-economically feasible materials and processes for the production 
of resource-efficient, sustainable and functionally performing bio-based textiles; 

- the technical, environmental and economic aspects of bio-based textile recycling, focusing on quality, 
i.e. targeting up-cycling, or at least, recycling into the same or similar quality applications; and; 

- the use of new bio-based materials and the design of textiles that are either biodegradable or do not 
shed microfibers and have the properties needed for performance applications. 

 

• Pilot circular bio-based cities – sustainable production of bio-based products from 

urban biowaste and wastewater.  CE-FNR-17-2020. Qui il LINK 
Proposals shall provide Project Development Assistance (PDA) to a pilot group made up of at least 5 European 

cities (and/or clusters of cities) to build their technical, economic and legal expertise needed for leading to 

concrete investments in projects to valorise urban biowaste and wastewater through the production of safe and 

sustainable bio-based products, including the innovative ones. The valorisation of urban biowaste and 

wastewater solely in the form of compost, biogas and biofuels is not part of the focus of this topic. 

 

• Public engagement for the Bioeconomy (CSA). FNR-10-2020. Qui il LINK 
Proposals will build upon sectoral communication activities at national, regional and local level through 

awareness raising about the bioeconomy at large for European citizens. The actions shall promote the 

environmental and socio-economic benefits of bioeconomy areas through awareness-raising and education on 

sustainable production, consumption and lifestyles 

 

• Industrial microbiomes – learning from nature (RIA). FNR-12-2020. Qui il LINK 
Proposals should focus on concrete bio-based processes and/or products. They should embrace an 

understanding of natural consortia mechanisms and their transposition to industrial environments, and involve 

the engineering of synthetic microbial consortia inspired by the metabolic interaction found in nature. Proposals 

should employ the use of -omics tools to understand, monitor and exploit microbial communities in the industrial 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/ce-fnr-14-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/ce-fnr-17-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/fnr-10-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/fnr-12-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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environment. Activities should focus on the optimisation of existing industrial processes or on the design and 

development of wholly new ones, in order to improve process and product quality and safety. 

• Sustainability of bio-based products – international governance aspects and 

market update (CSA). FNR-18-2020. Qui il LINK 
The action will: 

- address the main issues concerning the sustainable bioeconomy and its practical implementation in 
global value-chains; 

- promote the sharing of best practice as regards corporate responsibility; and 
- deliver specific recommendations taking account of existing standards and the life cycle assessment 

(LCA) approach, enriched by specific challenges and the potential of renewable, innovative and safe 
bioproducts 

 

• Bio-based industries leading the way in turning carbon dioxide emissions into 

chemicals (RIA). LC-FNR-13-2020. Qui il LINK 
Proposals should address one of the following mutually compatible concepts: 

-  innovative technologies for converting CO2 from industrial plants processing biomass into bio-based 
products, as direct feedstock for the production of added-value chemicals and their integration into the 
plants’ flowchart; and 

-  biotechnological processes for the conversion of CO2 into added-value chemicals. 
 

• A network of European bioeconomy clusters to advance bio-based solutions in the 

primary production sector (CSA). CE-FNR-15-2020. Qui il LINK 

At a minimum, the action should help address: 
- lack of awareness and practical knowledge among stakeholders (especially primary biomass producers) 

as to the potential of sustainable business models in the bio-based sector to create economic, 
environmental and societal value through the production and/or use of hitherto unexploited bio-based 
resources; 

- low degree of cooperation and networking at all levels; and; 
- inadequate transfer of technology and exploitation of innovation, which too often impede uptake of 

these business models. 

 

• Empowering cities as agents of food system transformation (IA). CE-FNR-07-2020: 

FOOD 2030. Qui il LINK.  

The specific challenge of this topic, therefore, is to support cities to overcome existing barriers to food system 

transformation and develop integrated, sustainable and safe urban food system policies/strategies in line with 

the FOOD 2030 policy priorities (i.e. Nutrition for sustainable and healthy diets; Climate-smart and 

environmentally sustainable food systems; Circularity and resource efficient food systems; and Innovation and 

empowerment of communities). 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/fnr-18-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-fnr-13-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/ce-fnr-15-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=CE-FNR-15-2020;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/ce-fnr-07-2020
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• Developing long-term monitoring and evaluation frameworks for the Common 

Agricultural Policy (CSA). CE-FNR-02-2020. Qui il LINK. 

The project will support the long-term development of monitoring and evaluation frameworks for agricultural 

policy. Insofar as it is possible these frameworks will be based on context, results and impact indicators and 

reflect the need for modernisation, simplification and accuracy. The project will establish an inventory of 

indicators, proxies and data needs which would allow for a better targeting of agricultural policy, in social, 

environmental and economic terms. The consortium will rely on the input of the relevant scientific disciplines 

and administrations. 

 

• Pilot action for the removal of marine plastics and litter (IA). CE-FNR-09-2020. Qui 

il LINK. 

The inclusion of actions to reduce other pollutants and effects of stressors is an advantage. 
Projects shall demonstrate the effectiveness of an (or several) automatic or remotely controlled wireless 
device(s) capable of collecting plastics and other marine litter of reasonable size (larger micro-litter and macro-
litter up to a meter or so). The proposed solution must be able to work at the sea surface and on the 
seafloor/beach. The demonstration has to be for longer periods of time (several months on one site; several sites 
at the same time are acceptable). The marine litter must be sorted and reused (project must include 
demonstration of feeding of litter into reuse/recycling chains) in line with the circular economy and the plastics 
strategy. 
The environmental impact, notably on biota, has to be minimized and assessed. 
The project must include demonstrations in different sites, including beaches, harbours and shallow seafloor. 

 

• Strengthening the European agro-ecological research and innovation ecosystem 

(CSA). FNR-01-2020. Qui il LINK. 

Proposals shall develop the framework for a European network of agro-ecological living labs (LL) and research 

infrastructures (RI). Such a framework should make it possible to grasp long-term agro-ecological processes at 

landscape level and would accelerate the transition to sustainable farming practices by promoting place-based 

innovation in a co-creative environment. 

 

• A comprehensive vision for urban agriculture (CSA). FNR-03-2020. Qui il LINK. 

The proposals should build on knowledge and data created through recent studies and former projects and 
address the exchange of knowledge and experience in urban farming. In line with the principles of Responsible 
Research and Innovation, the proposals shall bring together actors (academia, municipal and regional authorities, 
urban farmers, businesses, citizen associations, etc.) representing various approaches to urban agriculture across 
a representative set of urban locations and countries (including least developed countries). Proposals should 
consider the variety of contexts and motivations that exist, and encompass all the dimensions of urban 
agriculture, such as: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/fnr-02-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-FNR-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/ce-fnr-09-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/fnr-01-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/fnr-03-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-FNR-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
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- Role in urban development and landscapes, and potential synergies and conflicts with other land uses 
and economic activities, including notably urban sprawl; 

- Environmental benefits (biodiversity, green infrastructure, climate, etc.); 
- Social benefits, including income generation, development of social capital within cities, effects on 

gender balance, or improved urban-rural connections; 
- New business models based on urban agriculture; 
- Improvements on food security, accessibility, safety and quality as well as food literacy and diets.  
 

• Towards a European research and innovation roadmap on soils and land 

management (CSA). FNR-04-2020. Qui il LINK. 

Activities will create an effective framework for action which will allow pooling resources, coordinating efforts 
and developing a coherent portfolio of R&I activities (programme) in the wider area of soils and land 
management. This will include 

- mapping and assessing existing soil/land related European and international R&I activities and promoting 
their coordination 

- analysing the needs for R&I on soils/land management as expressed through stakeholder/citizen 
consultation and on-going research projects 

- identifying gaps, priority areas and types of action for intervention 
- proposing methodologies to monitor and review a portfolio of soil related R&I activities  

 

• Supporting the food safety systems of the future (CSA). FNR-08-2020. Qui il LINK. 

Proposals shall aim at developing a research and innovation platform for collaboration and coordination 

across food safety stakeholders in Europe. Actions shall engage key stakeholders such as National Food 

Safety Authorities, relevant EU Agencies, Commission Services, policy makers, scientists and civil society with 

the objectives to: i) map the state of play in food safety research and innovation in the different Member 

States and Associated Countries; ii) strengthen research and innovation capacity to ensure that Europe 

continues to be the global leader on food safety standards; iii) exchange of knowledge and data across the 

scientific community and policy actors including relevant EU Agencies; iv) improve coherence and reduce the 

overlap between national and EU funding in Food safety research. v) develop innovative approaches to 

communicate both on food safety research and innovation as well as on risk assessment procedures in the 

area of food safety in a manner that citizens are properly informed and engaged in taking into account gender 

aspects, thus contributing to boosting consumers' confidence on the evidence-base for food safety systems 

and vi) explore avenues for long-term science- policy-society interfaces. 

 

 

• Defossilising agriculture – solutions and pathways for fossil-energy-free farming 

(IA, CSA). LC-FNR-06-2020. Qui il LINK. 

Proposals shall address only one of the following sub-topics: 
- A. [2020] Pathways for a fossil-energy-free agriculture (CSA) 

This coordination and support action (CSA) shall provide a framework in which policy makers, scientists 
and other stakeholders can join forces to conceive and implement ambitious approaches and strategies 
towards a fossil-energy-free agriculture. The action shall setup a knowledge and policy hub to take stock 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/fnr-04-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-FNR-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/fnr-08-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-FNR-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-fnr-06-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-FNR-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
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of past and on-going research, to inventory and benchmark policies and technologies at the interface of 
agriculture and energy, and to identify good practices. 
 

• B. [2020] Close-to-market solutions for fossil-energy-free farming (IA) 
Proposals shall test cost-effective technical solutions for reducing the dependence on fossil energy 
sources in agriculture, and demonstrate whether renewable energy produced on-farm can be a reliable 
source to cover the needs of agricultural operations. Proposals shall tackle both renewable energy 
production on farm(s) and the adaptation of machinery and buildings to these new energy sources, and 
consider fuel, heat and electricity production and storage as appropriate. 

 

• Husbandry for quality and sustainability (RIA). FNR-05-2020. Qui il LINK. 
Proposals shall address only one of the following sub-topics: 

• A. (2020) Husbandry for sustainability (RIA) 
Proposals should undertake a comprehensive assessment of the sustainability and potential delivery of 
ecosystem services, social services, resilience, competitiveness and possible trade-offs of diverse EU livestock 
production systems, covering all the EU’s major types of production systems and most important species. 

• B. (2020) Husbandry for quality (RIA) 
Proposals should undertake an assessment of the intrinsic quality of livestock products stemming from 
different production systems. They should study the relation between intrinsic quality and husbandry (e.g. 
breeding, feeding, management), taking into account the processing methods and means to ensure 
authenticity along the food chain. Where considered appropriate, proposals will dedicate resources to the 
assessment of claims on the relation between intrinsic quality of products and extrinsic factors (e.g. 
sustainable production systems, traditional production systems). Proposals may work on one or more species 
but shall, within the same species, assess at least differences between extensive and intensive production 
systems. Proposals should fall under the concept of 'multi-actor approach', representing in particular 
farmers, the food industry and consumers. 
 

 

• Prospecting aquatic and terrestrial natural biological resources for biologically 

active compounds (RIA). FNR-11-2020. Qui il LINK. 
Proposals should cover the entire development pipeline with a focus on: 

• biodiscovery (prospecting natural biological resources from land and sea), i.e.:  
o identifying suitable molecules; 
o verifying their claimed benefits; 
o optimizing technological exploitation, including cultivation strategies for selected production 

systems and metabolic engineering to ensure high productivity and purity; 
o assessing safety, and 
o developing products (final formulation) and their commercialization, in Europe. 

 
 

• Enzymes for more environment-friendly consumer products (RIA). FNR-16-2020. 

Qui il LINK. 
Proposals should address the development of novel or improved enzyme(s) for the processing and/or the 

formulation of one or more of the following consumer products: washing agents, textiles, personal care 

products, cosmetics and nutraceuticals. The approach could involve bioprospecting or the exploitation of 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/fnr-05-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-FNR-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/fnr-11-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-FNR-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/fnr-16-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-FNR-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
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existing databases. Activities should include assessment of the environmental impact of the developed 

approach. They should aim at a strong improvement of environmental performance, against the state of the 

art, linked to enzyme functionality. In line with the principles of Responsible Research and Innovation, close 

research collaboration with all relevant stakeholders is needed to ensure future industrial implementation 

and market uptake. 

 

 

“RURAL REINASSANCE” H2020-RUR-2018-2020 

 

 

• Agricultural markets and international trade in the context of sustainability 

objectives (RIA). RUR-21-2020. Qui il LINK.  
Nota: two-stages (deadline first stage 22 genaio, deadline second stage 8 settembre 2020). 

Proposals will analyse and further develop robust methods and related indicators to assess the impacts (positive 

and negative) of agricultural international trade on the environment and society. It will include analysis of options 

through which trade policies can contribute to achieving the SDGs and implementing climate and biodiversity 

agreements while securing the achievement of EU objectives regarding a fair standard of living for farmers and 

poverty eradication, which remains the primary objective of development policy under the new European 

Consensus. Work will look in particular to relevant supply chains in the agriculture sector involved both in import 

and export for the European Union in relation to its major agricultural trading partners. In addition, a contrasting 

analysis from the African continent perspective - the world’s poorest continent (Sub-Saharan Africa was hosting 

more than half the world’s poor in 2013) – could be proposed. Environmental impacts as carbon leakage and 

other concepts will be analysed regarding agricultural trade. Activities will build upon previous studies including 

the work done on the impact of EU consumption on deforestation and related to the target 6 of the EU 

Biodiversity Strategy (action 17b) regarding the enhanced contribution of trade policy to conserving biodiversity, 

ecosystems and ecosystem services. Projects will design transition paths in order to develop trade relations in 

sustainable and fair ways and as “equals” (SOTEU2018) while considering the role that labour plays in overall 

production cost and the impact of the internalisation of environmental costs on the competitiveness of 

agricultural productions. 
 

• Closing nutrient cycles (IA). CE-RUR-08-2018-2019-2020 Qui il LINK 
Proposals should address only one of the following sub-topics: 

 

- [2020] Bio-based fertilisers from by-products of the agri-food, fisheries, aquaculture or forestry sectors 
(IA) 
Projects shall demonstrate processes for recovery of mineral nutrients and production of novel fertilisers 
from by-products of the agri-food, fisheries, aquaculture or forestry sectors, excluding animal manure, 
water and sewage sludge (covered in scopes B and D). Proposals should demonstrate that the activities 
proposed go beyond past or ongoing research, without overlaps. Technologies that are currently under 
development should be further improved, and possibly integrated, to produce high quality end-products. 
Proposals shall address end product marketability, safety, sustainability including emissions of 
greenhouse gasses and pollutants, and compliance with relevant EU regulations. Their suitability and 
acceptability under the organic farming regulatory framework should also be analysed. An integrated 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/rur-21-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/ce-rur-08-2018-2019-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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assessment of the business model (economic, agronomic, social and environmental) shall be performed. 
The whole value chain shall be demonstrated to a near-commercial scale (TRL 6-7). Proposals shall fall 
under the concept of the 'multi-actor approach', including relevant actors such as agri-food industries, 
technology providers, research centres, end-users (farmers and farmer associations), or public 
administration. 

- [2020] Bio-based fertilisers from waste water and sewage sludge (RIA) – NOTA: questo bando è two-
stages (deadline first stage 22 gennaio, dedline second stage 8 settembre 2020) 
Projects shall develop techniques for nutrients recovery from waste water streams such as urban and 
industrial waste water, sewage sludge from waste water treatment plants, brine from water desalination 
or demineralisation plants. Building on related work under previous research framework programmes 
and other EU-funded programmes, projects should design and test techniques for nutrients recovery and 
subsequent mechanical, chemical or biological processes to upgrade recovered nutrients. The 
monitoring and removal or mitigation of contaminants affecting food safety, human and ecosystem 
health (e.g. pharmaceuticals in sewage sludge) in recovered nutrients should be key in the process 
design. A life-cycle assessment should be carried out in order to evaluate the environmental impacts of 
processes along the whole value chain, including waste/residues, and products’ environmental 
performances. Regulation issues should be part of the investigation. Involvement of governments at 
different levels as regards regulation issues, regional/local strategies and territorial development plans 
is an asset. 

 

• Sustainable wood value chains (IA). LC-RUR-11-2019-2020. Qui il LINK 
Resilient forest systems (RIA) –> NOTA: è two-stage (deadline first stage 22 gennaio, deadline second stage 
8 settembre 2020) 
Proposals shall aim at enhancing the adaptation of forest ecosystems (both primary and secondary) and 
forest production systems to the growing societal demands for forest products (i.e. wood and non-wood) 
and ecosystem services, considering trade-offs, climate change and vulnerability to natural disturbances (e.g. 
storms, droughts, pathogens, wild fires). Restoration of degraded ecosystems and natural expansion of 
forests, considering the long-term rural development, climate change mitigation objectives and biodiversity 
enhancement are also in the scope. Proposals shall encompass a varied range of forest and site types and 
tailored forest management systems representative of Europe's biogeographic regions. Proposals shall cover 
multiple parts of the production cycle and related operations, from regeneration/planting to harvesting, shall 
consider jointly supply (i.e. primary production) and demand (i.e. socio-economic) factors, and are expected 
to be interdisciplinary in nature 

 

• Connecting consumers and producers in innovative agri-food supply chains (CSA). 

RUR-05-2020. Qui il LINK 
Activities should look into concrete ways for producers to collaborate on opportunities which are both consumer 

driven and conducive to improving farmers' incomes (e.g. economies of scale, smarter distribution, reduction of 

environmental footprints, territorial approaches etc.), building on a set of good examples of efficient and 

applicable approaches to do so. Proposals shall collect and develop good practices for mutually beneficial 

cooperation, integrating the needs of primary producers and consumers in a hands-on approach. Proposals shall 

pay particular attention to the calculation of costs and margins for each link in the supply chain. 

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-rur-11-2019-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/rur-05-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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• Innovative agri-food value chains: boosting sustainability-oriented competitiveness 

(IA). RUR-06-2020. Qui il LINK 

Building on the state of the art, the proposals shall map and assess existing innovations, and (re)design and 

pilot innovative systemic approaches to agri-food value chains that unlock their full potential to achieve 

economic, social and environmental sustainability and foster cooperation, notably involving farmers. The 

innovative approaches to agri-food value chains should combine diverse forms of innovation, for instance, 

technological, social, organisational, managerial and institutional, etc. 

 

• Reducing food losses and waste along the agri-food value chain (IA). RUR-07-2020. 

Qui il LINK 
Building on the state of the art, proposals shall identify, validate and demonstrate innovative, effective ways to 

reduce food losses and waste, with a focus on preventing avoidable losses and waste of perishable products, all 

along the agri-food value chain from primary production down to final household consumption and disposal. 

Proposals should consider diverse forms of innovation, e.g., technological, social, organizational, managerial and 

institutional, etc. that allow actors to better organize and coordinate their activities, to monitor conditions, to 

eliminate the many intricate direct and indirect causes of inefficiency, and, hence, to discard as little food as 

possible all along the agri-food value chains without compromising on food quality, including safety, and 

sustainability. When applicable, proposals should address requirements from relevant EU regulatory 

frameworks, including pre-market approval. 

 

• Thematic networks compiling knowledge ready for practice (CSA). RUR-15-2018-

2019-2020. Qui il LINK 
The themes must focus on the most urgent needs which farmers and foresters experience. The activities of 

thematic networks are summarising, sharing and presenting, - in a language that is easy to understand and is 

targeted to farmers and foresters - existing best practices and research findings that are close to being put into 

practice, but not sufficiently known or used by practitioners. The specific themes of the networks can be chosen 

in a 'bottom-up' way. First and foremost, they must tackle the most urgent needs experienced by farmers and 

foresters. If it is appropriate to solve these needs, the themes can cover sectoral or cross-sectoral issues, 

organisational or management solutions. The activities should pay attention to the cost/benefit aspects of the 

specific practices collected and summarised. A comprehensive description of the state of current farming 

practices relative to the chosen theme should explain the added value of the proposal and the relevance of the 

theme for the farmer. The proposal should also explain how it avoids duplication with ongoing or completed 

projects and networks. In order to better reach and capture knowledge from the targeted farmers/foresters, the 

networks may organise 'cross-fertilisation' through sub-networks covering, for example, a region, a language or 

a production system. 

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/rur-06-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/rur-07-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/rur-15-2018-2019-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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“SUSTAINABLE FOOD SECURITY” H2020-SFS-2018-2020 

 

• Biodiversity in action: across farmland and the value chain (RIA). SFS-01-2020. Qui 

il LINK 
[2020] From agrobiodiversity to dynamic value chains (RIA) → NOTA: Two-stages (deadline first stage 22 gennaio, 
deadline second stage 8 settembre 2020) 
Activities shall release the value of so far underutilised and often genetically diverse crops[6], (including landraces 
and varieties) and promote their broader use in breeding, farming and in food/non-food value chains. They will 
improve the performance of the selected crop(s) in relation to specific characteristics (e.g. agronomic such as 
adaptability to climate related abiotic stresses or quality related traits) and address the corresponding needs for 
farm and land management. Activities will feed into the development of value chains, which provide 
opportunities to diversify farm activities and income as well as meet consumer demands for diversified products 
and/or for products with a local/regional identity. This will include developing and testing marketing channels 
with enhanced producer-consumer links. 
Proposed work should fall under the concept of 'multi-actor approach', thus allowing for adequate involvement 
of the farming sector and other relevant stakeholders. Consortia shall build on interdisciplinary expertise and a 
balanced partnership reflecting a range of geographic and socio-economic conditions. 

 

• Healthy terrestrial livestock microbial ecosystems for sustainable production 

(RIA). SFS-02-2020. Qui il LINK 
Activities shall address relevant microbial ecosystems of terrestrial livestock, and their effects on the production, 

health and welfare of animals. They should look in a balanced way at the characterisation of microbial 

ecosystems (including microbial communities and microbe-derived metabolites), assessing variability within and 

between breeds in relation to variability of production systems and diet; at microbial behaviour (e.g. interactions 

between microbiota, evolution with age of animals, transmission); at microbial functions and interactions with 

host, environment and management practices, including feeding where relevant; and at possible ways in which 

those ecosystems can be managed, including socio-economic aspects, in order to reduce environmental impact, 

improve production and its quality, and/or health in particular during challenging periods such as early life, 

weaning or after disturbances. Activities will include the incorporation of data on microbial ecosystems in the 

models used to analyse phenotypic variability and to perform genetic evaluations. The activities shall address 

either ruminants, or monogastrics. Gut microbiome of pigs or poultry can be addressed only in so far as the 

activities are complementary to those in related projects selected under LC-SFS-03-2018. Proposals may cover 

one or more species and one or more microbial ecosystem. 

 

• Healthy soils for healthy food production (RIA). SFS-40-2020. Qui il LINK 
Nota: Two-stages (deadline first stage 22 gennaio, deadline second stage 8 settembre 2020) 

The proposals shall analyse soil remediation strategies and assess sustainable use of fertilizers for agricultural 

production including social-economic and environmental aspects. The evaluation of tools and methods for 

increasing the quality of soils and of food produced is included in the scope. Proposals shall also address land 

degradation aspects and prevention of further degradation. They shall cover the evaluation of agricultural 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-01-2018-2019-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/#fn6
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-02-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-40-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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systems (e.g. organic farming, agro-ecology, agroforestry) and their suitability to achieve a good status of soils 

for sustainable food production. The proposals shall build on the past projects financed under the EU-China 

cooperation on soil. The proposals will fall under the concept of ‘multi-actor approach’. Proposals shall promote 

balanced research and innovation cooperation between the EU and China. China-based entities that will 

participate in joint projects with European partners under Horizon 2020 have also the possibility to apply for 

funding under the Chinese co-funding mechanism. 

 
• Sustainable Intensification in Africa (RIA). SFS-35-2019-2020. Qui il LINK. 
Nota: Two-stages (deadline first stage 22 gennaio, deadline second stage 8 settembre 2020) 

[2020]: Vector-borne diseases in Africa (RIA) 
The proposals should aim to develop knowledge on selected vector-borne diseases affecting terrestrial livestock, 
whether they also affect humans or not. The proposals may address one or more diseases. Priority should be 
given to diseases with either a serious impact in Africa, or a risk of spread to Europe with significant 
consequences, or both. Activities should cover the ecology of the pathogens and vectors, and epidemiological 
features, including the risk of short and long distance transmission and the capacity for the disease to establish 
in and spread to new areas, with potentially features different from the original area. The burden of disease in 
animals (and humans if relevant), and the socio-economic impact should be further assessed as appropriate. 
Systems and/or networks to improve epidemiological surveillance strategies in domestic and wild species should 
be developed/strengthened.  

 

• Integrated health approaches and alternatives to pesticide use (IA). SFS-04-2019-

2020. Qui il LINK. 
[2020] Alternative to contentious pesticides (IA) 
Activities will foster the development and testing of tools, approaches, strategies and/or products to reduce the 
risks associated with the use of contentious plant protection products and/or biocidal products in conventional 
and/or organic farming systems and/or the agri-food chain. They will seek for more sustainable alternatives to 
contentious (or, as appropriate, active substances used in) plant protection product(s) for integrated pest, 
disease and/or weed management in agriculture and/or biocidal product(s) for preventing and controlling 
harmful organisms occurring in facilities related to agricultural production and the agri-food chain. Activities 
should address the development, testing and demonstration of novel, more durable and sustainable approaches, 
products, strategies and/or tools for their application within a systems approach and cultural practices. 

 

• Genetic resources and pre-breeding communities (IA). SFS-28-2018-2019. Qui il 

LINK. 
[2020]: The GenRes-user interface and pre-breeding activities (IA) 
Activities will accelerate the mobilization of GenRes from in-situ and/or ex-situ collections to benefit plant 
breeding and the delivery of new varieties which are better adapted to variable environments and consumer 
demands. They will tackle the GenRes-user interface, i.e. propose improvements to the information available to 
users with regard to characteristics of accessions and also to the visualisation of this information. Major 
resources shall be devoted to pre-breeding activities implemented in close cooperation between public, private 
and non-for profit sectors. The involvement of SMEs is crucial and will be fostered through targeted calls and 
financial support to third parties. Due attention shall be given to pre-breeding activities undertaken across 
Europe ad covering different pedo-climatic regions 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-35-2019-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-SFS-2018-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-04-2019-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-28-2018-2019-2020
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• Diversifying revenue in rural Africa through bio-based solutions (RIA). CE-SFS-36-

2020. Qui il LINK. 
Proposals shall screen existing bio-based technologies that can be adapted and successfully transferred to rural 

African contexts. The focus should be on simple, robust technologies that can be operated and maintained 

locally, and suitable for operation at farm, village or rural community level (including mobile systems). A variety 

of end-products can be considered, and the business models developed should be sustainable and highly circular. 

Although bio-fuels or bio-energy can be part of the end-products, projects focussing mainly on these outputs are 

not eligible. 

 

• New and emerging risks to plant health (RIA). SFS-05-2018-2019-2020. Qui il LINK. 
Nota: Two-stages (deadline first stage 22 gennaio, deadline second stage 8 settembre 2020) 

Proposals will target one or more new or emerging plant pests (the term “pests” includes weeds) and/or diseases 

(regulated or non-regulated, introduced or native) that are causing, or likely to cause, significant (socio)economic 

and/or environmental losses to European agriculture and/or forestry. The choice of target pest and/or disease 

will consider the potential threat in terms of development and spread, its potential exacerbation under climate 

change as well as the potential impact on agricultural production, forestry, trade and the wider environment. 

Proposals will increase knowledge of the biology, pathways of entry and spread of pest(s)/disease(s) and clarify 

the dependencies on abiotic factors. They will improve methods and strategies for early detection, prevention 

and control as well as enlarge the range of tools for integrated, sustainable and effective pest/disease 

management. International cooperation with countries affected or threatened by the same pest(s)/disease(s) is 

encouraged. Proposals should fall under the concept of the ‘multi-actor approach’[1] including a range of actors 

to ensure that knowledge and needs from various sectors such as research, plant health services and the 

farming/forestry sector are brought together. 

 

• Epidemiology of non-EU-regulated contagious animal diseases: from integrated 

data collection to prioritization (RIA). SFS-10-2020. Qui il LINK. 
Activities will aim to harvest the knowledge inherently carried in existing data streams on contagious, non-EU-

regulated, animal diseases, including diseases with multiple pathogens (disease complexes) and AMR. The 

proposals should address at least terrestrial livestock, while including marine and freshwater aquaculture 

whenever relevant, and should investigate the feasibility of addressing relevant wildlife. Data from different 

production systems should be included. Activities will look for ways to validate, integrate and process these data, 

including modelling, possibly generating additional useful information inferred from existing data and identifying 

new data that could be integrated in data streams. They will focus on identifying and characterising relevant data 

on diseases (including animals, pathogen and environment, including genomic and metagenomic data), context 

and consequences (e.g. performance), the various components of data streams and will assess opportunities and 

barriers to utilising or sharing information across countries and stakeholders throughout Europe. This should 

improve risk identification and determination of the burden and cost of non-regulated contagious diseases and 

effectiveness and efficiency of control measures. Relevant geospatial information and data on animal welfare 

and genetics, in so far as they can be connected to animal diseases, can be included in the planned activities. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/ce-sfs-36-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-SFS-2018-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-05-2018-2019-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-SFS-2018-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/#fn1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-10-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-SFS-2018-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
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• Emerging challenges for soil management (RIA). SFS-21-2020. Qui il LINK. 
Nota: Two-stages (deadline first stage 22 gennaio, deadline second stage 8 settembre 2020) 

Proposals should address only one of the following sub-topics: 
- [2020]: Emerging challenges for soil management: Soil biodiversity assessment (RIA) 

Proposals shall cover soil biodiversity analysis, including relevant microbes and invertebrates for soil-
mediated ecosystem services. Proposals shall address soil management, exploring the links between soil 
biodiversity, its functions and land degradation to increase economic, environmental and social wellbeing of 
biogeographical regions of Europe. Proposals shall cover ecosystem stressors on soil and more particularly on 
soil biodiversity and its potential impact on ecosystem functions. 
Work shall build on the existing initiatives[1] and provide support to relevant Member State commitments 
under the Global Soil Partnership. If relevant cooperation and complementarities could also be sought with 
projects funded by other Societal Challenges[2]. International cooperation is encouraged. 
- B. [2020]: Emerging challenges for soil management: use of plastic in agriculture (RIA) 

Proposals shall cover analysis of the use of plastic in agricultural production and its impact on soil. The 
particular focus of the proposals should be on the micro-plastic after harvest and its fate in the environment. 
The potential future impact of micro-plastic on soil biodiversity and its potential transfer to other parts of the 
environment and beyond should be analysed. 
Activities shall also analyse the impact of micro- and nano-plastics on soil properties and its ecosystem 
services function. In addition the focus of this analysis should be concentrated on the use of plastic during 
agricultural production at the field level but also at the farm level. Proposals should fall under the concept of 
the 'multi-actor approach'. 

 

• Agri-Aqua Labs (RIA). SFS-30-2018-2019-2020. Qui il LINK. 
[2020]: Plant energy biology (RIA) Nota: Two-stages (deadline first stage 22 gennaio, deadline second stage 8 

settembre 2020) 

Proposals will advance our understanding of the plant energy system in terms of elucidating specific mechanisms 
as well as the complex processes and interactions that determine overall energy efficiency in plants. 
More specifically work will allow to better understand and determine 

- (some of) the various components, processes and interactions of plants’ energy system and their 
regulation - from energy capture to its conversion, transport, photoassimilate partitioning and use 

- the metabolic reactions underlying particular functions of plants’ energy system 
- responses of the energy system to abiotic changes (e.g. CO2 concentration, light, temperature, water, 

salinity) 
- the basis of naturally occurring variation of selected components of the energy system 
- the overall energy efficiency in plants at various levels: cell – whole plant – canopy (including leaf 

anatomy and canopy structure) 
- trade-offs between the efficiency of the energy system and the plant's susceptibility to or tolerance to 

biotic stresses 

 

• Genome and epigenome enabled breeding in terrestrial livestock (RIA). SFS-13-

2020. Qui il LINK. 
Nota: Two-stages (deadline first stage 22 gennaio, deadline second stage 8 settembre 2020) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-21-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-SFS-2018-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/#fn1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/#fn2
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-30-2018-2019-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-SFS-2018-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-13-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-SFS-2018-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
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The activities may address: 
- Study of the genetic relationship between animal performance traits to tackle some potential trade-offs 

between different phenotypes of interest that may alter long-term selection strategies to improve 
lifetime efficiency.  

- Assessment of the relevance of (i) epigenetic mechanisms as a potential source of phenotypic variance 
unaccounted by genomic selection, and (ii) improving genomic prediction models with better integration 
of environmental and non-genetic inheritance factors. 

- Development of (i) appropriate deep phenotype indicators and their genomic and epigenomic 
determination that reflect different ways of improving resource-use efficiency, health, welfare, quality 
and resilience of terrestrial livestock and (ii) multi-trait genomic and epigenomic prediction models that 
can efficiently utilize these indicators. 

- Assessment of the potential, including benefits and risks, of both (i) genome editing for cross-species 
and/or inter-breed transmission of specific traits without affecting other selected characteristics or 
specificities and (ii) targeted epigenome editing for improved animal welfare and/or product quality. 

- Study of the opportunity and feasibility of integration of genome editing in genomic selection (specifics 
and comparison with introgression: theoretical and practical applications). 

- Development of refined genomic and epigenomic strategies for management of biodiversity.  

 

• Stepping up integrated pest management (CSA). SFS-06-2018-2020. Qui il LINK 
[2020] European-wide demonstration farm network (CSA) 
Activities shall fuel a European-wide network of IPM demonstration farms, which make a direct link between 
research and practical farm management, thereby facilitating IPM uptake and knowledge-sharing among 
advisors and farmers. The network should consist of normal farms where farmers can learn in a peer-to-peer 
mode from their colleagues. Practical information on the farm techniques should be made readily available to 
all, using open source and open data management to enable wide and long-term sharing, possibly according to 
specific typologies and areas. Links with administrative databases (e.g. IACS-LPIS system in Member States) and 
other data sources (e.g. Copernicus earth observations) should be explored. The project should in particular 
incentivise the uptake of IPM practices by advisors who are using a holistic farm approach. Organic farming 
practices could also provide a possible source of inspiration, and forestry may be included. Besides making use 
of the developed decision support tools under scope A and other monitoring and warning systems, the proposals 
should also help promoting the variety of other existing IPM practices, comparing emerging new IPM techniques, 
and covering various diagnostic tools and efficient pest monitoring methods. Organic farming practices may 
provide a possible source of inspiration, and forestry may be included. 

 

• Forest soils Research and Innovation Action (RIA). LC-SFS-22-2020. Qui il LINK 
Proposals shall aim at strengthening the knowledge base of forest soil typology and (micro)biological properties 
including methodologies for soil analysis. They shall address soil functions in relation to their climate change 
mitigation capacity given by organic carbon stocks and associated fluxes - representative for the variety of forest 
ecosystems and production systems in Europe. Specific emphasis in the proposal shall be put on several of the 
following research areas: 
- Improved, integrated and harmonised methods for estimation of carbon, nitrogen and base cation stocks 

and fluxes in soils, in relation to forest management systems/practices, land-use history and their impact 
on greenhouse gas inventories and the corresponding monitoring framework; 

- Effects of natural disturbances and associated relief measures on carbon and nitrogen stocks/fluxes, including the 
vulnerability and the upper ecological limit of the soil organic carbon pool (i.e. saturation); 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sfs-06-2018-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-SFS-2018-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-sfs-22-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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- Effects of forest management practices on soil properties, including microbial diversity and activity, nutrient 
availability (e.g. C, N, P, K, Mg, Ca), organic matter quality, acidity, etc.; 

- Effects of drainage, rewetting and other management practices in forest-like wetlands on carbon, nitrogen 
and base cation stocks and fluxes; 

- Trade-offs and synergies between microbial activity in the soil organic and mineral layers and other 
ecosystem services, including functional biodiversity[1]water cycles, etc. 

- National research institutes and other entities looking into forest soils research and mapping, as well as 
LULUCF sector of greenhouse gas inventories, are specifically encouraged to take part in the Consortia 
submitting proposals to this competitive call. 

 
 

“BLUE GROWTH” H2020-BG-2018-2020 

 

• The Future of Seas and Oceans Flagship Initiative (IA-LS Innovation action Lump 

Sum). BG-07-2019-2020. Qui il LINK 
2020 - Technologies for observations 
Proposals shall address i) the demonstration of new and innovative technologies to measure the Essential Ocean 
Variables (EOV) at all depths, and ii) sensors to measure variables for aquaculture, fisheries, micro and 
nanoplastics, and marine litter and micro-litter, iii) the demonstration of novel approaches to observe the ocean 
with multiple underwater, surface, and air vehicles (surface and air vehicles are optional, but underwater must 
always be included) with a view to realizing the digital ocean. Optional air vehicles could potentially, among 
others, contribute to the development of fully documented fisheries. 

 

• Fisheries in the full ecosystem context (RIA). BG-10-2020. Qui il LINK 
Nota: Two-stages (deadline first stage 22 gennaio, deadline second stage 8 settembre 2020) 

Building on related work done in previous research and innovation framework programmes and in other EU-

funded programmes, research activities shall fill in knowledge gaps which hinder an efficient, ecosystem-based 

approach to the management of fisheries (e.g. biological characteristics and assessment of marine habitats; links 

of environmental factors and abundance, health, growth, reproduction etc. of fish stocks and human health and 

consumption etc., taking into account sex and gender differences if and where relevant; relations of different 

trophic levels in the food chain; efficiency of management measures protecting the ecosystem, interactions with 

and impacts from/on other uses of the sea). The proposals shall integrate existing and new knowledge in 

modelling or other applied tools/methods which can be used by scientific advisory bodies in sustainable fisheries 

management. 

• Towards a productive, healthy, resilient, sustainable and highly-valued Black Sea 
(RIA). BG-11-2020. Qui il LINK. 

Nota: Two-stages (deadline first stage 22 gennaio, deadline second stage 8 settembre 2020) 

Proposals shall provide solutions for accurate predictive tools and capabilities to tackle the increasingly complex 
array of multi-stressors and their poorly understood interactions, including their connection with rivers flowing 
into the Black Sea. 
Proposals shall address the fundamental Black Sea research challenges, that have been identified so far and 
others that may be defined as the priority-setting work proceeds, taking into account policy documents such as 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/#fn1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/bg-07-2019-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/bg-10-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-BG-2018-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/bg-11-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=H2020-BG-2018-2020;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
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the MSFD reports of Romania and Bulgaria and the Strategic Action Plan of the Bucharest Convention. Proposals 
shall: 

- Develop innovative multi-disciplinary research, building on past and on-going regional, international, as 
well national and EU projects/initiatives, including research infrastructures, data sharing mechanisms 
that will generate the knowledge needed to increase ecosystem resilience (e.g. SEAS-Era ERA-NET, 
PERSEUS, COCONET, SENTINEL, Marine Copernicus Monitoring Environment Service, European research 
infrastructures such as EMBRC, Euro-Argo ERIC, ICOS ERIC and EMSO ERIC, Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation, DANUBIS-RI etc.); 

- Provide new knowledge to assess and mitigate the impacts of global climate change and the multiple 
natural and human-induced stressors in the Black Sea from land-sea interface to the deep basin. 

 

 

 

CALL IN APERTURA 

L’ ERA-NET-Cofund on Foods Systems and Climate (FOSC) aprirà a dicembre una call trans-continentale per 

progetti di ricerca di base e applicata con focus sulle interazioni tra i cambiamenti climatici e i sistemi alimentari. 

I progetti dovranno essere presentati da almeno 4 partner di cui almeno 2 da paesi UE e due da peasi dell’America 

Latina e dell’Africa che partecipano alla call. Apertura della call: 2 Dicembre 2019. Valutazione two-stage: 

deadline first stage 12 Febbraio 2020, second-stage 21 luglio 2020. Maggiori informazioni a questo LINK. 

 

 

 

 

Infine vi segnaliamo alcuni eventi e iniziative di interesse: 
 

• 5 dicembre 2019, Roma: Giornata nazionale sul suolo. L’iniziativa organizzata all’interno gruppo di 

coordinamento nazionale per la Bioeconomia, che ha ricevuto anche l’endorsement del Mission Board 

on Soil Health and Food della CE, è volta ad informare i cittadini e gli studenti sull’importanza di un suolo 

in salute e dunque produttivo. Le scuole secondarie di primo e secondo grado avranno la possibilità di 

collegarsi in streaming con l’evento, in programma presso la Presidenza del Consiglio alla presenza del 

Presidente  Conte, del Ministro dell’istruzione, dell’Università e della Ricerca, Fioramonti e dei Ministri 

dello Sviluppo Economico e dell’Ambiente 

Vi invieremo non appena possibili maggiori informazioni. 

 

• 5-6 dicembre 2019, Bari: First Italian conference on Carbon Dioxide Capture and Utilization. La 

Conferenza rappresenterà un momento di confronto su tematiche molto importanti quali il recupero e 

l'utilizzo del CO2 a livello nazionale e internazionale, discutendo la politica e gli obiettivi di sostenibilità. 

Saranno presentati gli ultimi sviluppi scientifici e tecnologici, sia dal punto di vista della catalisi che della 

biotecnologia, nei processi di utilizzazione e conversione di CO2 per la produzione di materiali con 

elevato valore aggiunto, prodotti energetici e prodotti chimici. Il Cluster SPRING prenderà parte alla 

Tavola Rotonda, alla quale parteciperanno i principali attori industriali Italiani e le Agenzie di Ricerca, 

volta a discutere lo stato dell’arte e le prospettive di finanziamento di progetti sull’utilizzo di CO2 e di 

investimenti a livello Internazionale e Nazionale. 

Per info e registrazione: https://www.ic-ccu.com/  

http://www.iamb.it/uploads/attachments/1024/Pre-announcement_FOSC_Cofunded_call_v2.0.pdf
https://www.ic-ccu.com/
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• 6 dicembre 2019, Napoli – Città della scienza: evento annuale del Programma Operativo Nazionale 

Ricerca e Innovazione 2014-2020, con il titolo "Infrastrutture, imprese e capitale umano: il valore della 

ricerca italiana per una crescita intelligente, inclusiva e sostenibile in Europa", di cui il Ministero 

dell'Istruzione, dell'Università e della Ricerca è titolare.  

Tema dell'evento saranno gli investimenti del MIUR attraverso i Fondi Strutturali e di Investimento 

Europei nelle Infrastrutture, nella ricerca innovativa delle imprese e nel capitale umano impegnato nella 

Ricerca e Sviluppo. Attraverso il filo conduttore delle iniziative finanziate dal Programma Operativo, 

ricercatori, autorevoli esponenti degli Organismi Pubblici di ricerca, delle Università e del mondo 

imprenditoriale, dialogheranno su temi chiave della ricerca e dell'innovazione e su come questo settore 

rappresenti un imprescindibile fattore di crescita e competitività per il Sud e il Paese.  

Le informazioni necessarie per l’accredito si possono trovare al sito web: www.ponricerca.gov.it 

 

• 11 dicembre 2019, Università di Milano Bicocca: esame finale della terza edizione del Master BIOCIRCE 

 

• La UE ha approvato e finanziato con un importo di 4.5 M€ il Master Europeo in Biorefinery and 
Bioeconomy promosso dalle Università di Lille (Prof M. Capron), Bari (Prof A. Dibenedetto), Troyes 
(Prof. P. Marty) e Krakow (Prof E. Skrzynska). Il Master inizierà in questo anno accademico e al termine 
del percorso le quattro Università rilasceranno il titolo congiunto Europeo.  
 

 

• 16 gennaio 2020, Napoli: evento “La bioeconomia circolare in Regione Campania” 

 

• 21-22 gennaio 2020, Monaco: terza cross-visit del progetto Power4bio.  Prevista visita al “Center of 

Excellence for Renewable Resources” di Straubing e all’impianto dimostrativo di Clariant Sunliquid. Per 

info e registrazione: https://power4bio.eu/invitation-to-next-power4bio-cross-visit-in-bavaria-germany, 

oppure contattare Sara Cantone cantotidi@gmail.com 

 

• 21 gennaio 2020: Roadshow BioInItaly a Catania: La bioeconomia circolare come leva di sviluppo 

territoriale: il caso Sicilia 

 

• 28 gennaio 2020: Roadshow di BioInItaly a Bari: La bioeconomia circolare come leva di sviluppo 

territoriale: il caso Puglia 

 

• 24 marzo 2020, Matera: Presentazione del VI Rapporto sulla Bioeconomia in Italia 

 

• 2 aprile 2020, Milano: BioInItaly, Circular Bioeconomy Arena Meeting con tavola rotonda su Investimenti 

e finanziamenti per la bioeconomia circolare   

 

http://www.ponricerca.gov.it/
https://power4bio.eu/invitation-to-next-power4bio-cross-visit-in-bavaria-germany
mailto:cantotidi@gmail.com

