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WELCOME REMARKS  

Alessandra Proto, Acting Head of the OECD Trento Centre for Local Development  

• The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, 

SMEs, Regions and Cities (CFE) provides comparative statistics, analysis and capacity building for local 

and national actors to work together to unleash the potential of entrepreneurs and small and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs), promote inclusive and sustainable regions and cities, boost local job creation, 

and support sound tourism policies.  

• The OECD Spatial Productivity Lab (SPL) is a dedicated research laboratory that works with local and 

global partners to improve our understanding of the spatial dimension of productivity growth, the 

relevance of links between different types of areas and how regional policy can facilitate productivity 

growth, creation of better jobs and increased well-being.  

• The OECD Spatial Productivity Lab at the OECD Trento Centre for Local Development is an integral part 

of the OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities. The mission of the Trento Centre is 

to build capacities for local development in OECD member and non-member countries, working directly 

with policy makers at all levels of government. 

Joaquim Oliveira Martins, Deputy Director, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities (CFE), 

OECD  

• Crisis always bring structural consequences, from the financial and economic perspective. It could be the 

driver for the acceleration of digitalization and energy transition. 

• We need to think about the impacts on regions and cities, what are going to be the structural changes. 

For example productivity in cities is mainly related to interactions, how can we adapt this to the need of 

social distances? 

• There are also some opportunities, but which conditions have to be put in order to exploit these 

opportunities? 

• Seems like -10% of GDP in many OECD countries is expected, requiring public supports. In many countries 

central banks are monetizing public debt, but it is clearly that if the productivity to growth will not change 

it will be very difficult to justify these debts. Productivity is therefore crucial. 

Philip McCann, Chair in Urban and Regional Economics, The University of Sheffield, UK  

• Key questions are: What are the lesson from the past? What do we know about the current shock?  

• Countries, cities and local dimensions are going to be central. 

 

SHORT-TERM ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK  

• The current coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic has upended the usual ways of economic and social life 

across the world. No country appears to be immune to the crisis and its multifaceted manifestations.  

• Disrupted Global Value Chains had a profound negative impact on manufacturing, while medical 

equipment producers and suppliers are under great pressure to meet the exploding demand.  

• Unemployment surged after the shelter-in-place and social distancing orders were introduced in many 

hard-hit countries followed by a drastic drop in commuting and tourism as well as enterprise closures.  



• What are the regional patterns of changes in economic activity? What are the expected economic 

consequences of the crisis across the regions?  

Paolo Veneri, Head of Regional Analysis and Statistics Unit, CFE, OECD  

• Insights on the potential (actual and potential) impact of the crisis across space for OECD contries. How 

much regions can be affected by the lockdown measures? We have to consider many sources  

• In terms of regional labour market, they tried to create a map of OECD regions, computing a share of jobs 

that can be treaten: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• It is crucial to increase the degree of “teleworkability” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• The skills of the labour force is crucial: there is a correlation between telework jobs and high skill works 

 

• Infrastructures are also crucial: 

 

 

 



Alexandra Tsvetkova, Economist and Policy Analyst, OECD Trento Centre for Local Development  

 

 



 

 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS OF THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK  

• The unprecedented economic and social challenges posed by the Covid-19 outbreak call for adequate, 

timely and precise policy actions. How did regions and countries respond to the pandemic?  

• How should policy steps be selected, designed and communicated to be most effective?  

 

 

 

 



Mattia Corbetta, Policy Analyst, OECD Trento Centre for Local Development  

 

 

Mirco Tonin, Professor of Economic Policy and Vice Dean for Research, The Free Univesity of BozenBolzano, 

Italy  

 

At the beginning people believed of an extension of the lockdown, later a shorten of the expectations started 

to develop 



 

 

DISCUSSION | WORLD CHANGED BY THE CRISIS: POLICY, ECONOMY, SOCIETY  

Joaquim Oliveira Martins, Deputy Director, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities (CFE), 

OECD  

• We don’t know exactly the impact but there is potential to increase regional disparity. 

• We need to find a good combination of policies, liquidity support and incentives for structural changes.  

• Bank landing has strong limitation, it is crucial to find new and diversified financing tools 

• There may be an increase in demand for green policies, people could accept more easily measures that 

want cities to be smarter and greener 

• Other policies required could be in the health and social sectors 

• Tailored measures for most exposed persons are needed, sub-national governments will have a key role 

on this 

• The environmental transition must be stressed by regional and local authorities, it is very important to 

connect city resilience, recovery, with green growth. Local level measures will be crucial on this 

Philip McCann, Chair in Urban and Regional Economics, The University of Sheffield, UK  

• Widening of divergence between regions is expected 

• The shock are mainly in the big city areas, but those places are the ones that relieve quicker. Especially 

we expect more prosper areas to recover quicker 

• Central governments become more dominant, the relationship with sub-national governments is 

changing 

• Civil society organizations will be extremely important in providing responses 


